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Devices vital for heart-attack victims

Only half of primary and secondary schools are
equipped with devices that may increase the survival
rate of those at risk of being struck by an **invisible
killer,” which claims about 3,400 victims a year
m Hong Kong.

According to doctors, beart attacks are mostly
unexpected, and may occur within an hour of the
onset of acute symptoms. Generally, the survival
rate is under 10 percent,

However if'victims are given first aid and exter-
nal defibnilators applicd, their survival rate may
be increased to 25 percent, said Chan Ngai-yin,
president of the Hong Kong Inter-Hospital Network
of Pacing and Cardiac Electrophysiology

But, according to a survey commissioned by
HK-in-Pace, there are only 5,084 mtomatic external
defibrillators territory-wide.

Just 57 percent of malls have such a machine
and there are none at cinemas.

When irregular heart thythm occurs, the portable
medical device sends an appropaiate amount of elec-
trical current o restore normal heartbeat.

I would have been dead if no onc had stepped
in,”" said Dennis Cai Zhengjie, 26, who suffered a
heart sttack when he was in Secondary Four, Luck-
1ly. he was saved by teachers who applied first aid.

"It 100k about seven minutes to save Cai,"* Chan
said. “Patients may not survive if they do not re-
ceive first aid in 10 minutes.

I defibrillators were more popular, Cai could
have been saved in a shoeter period of time,™

HK-in-Pace will hold a public lecture at Hong
Kong Polytechnic University on August 16,
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